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Indian Women's Participation in Social Reform i 19th cestury
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Associate Professor KR T Arts and Commerce College Vami Dnw-tanbad
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mMmﬂmmWM'mm‘mmwrmTﬁm @
condition of women in Indian society hes not bees noticsd b}‘ﬁxpﬁﬁuﬁmdhm-l
M)’nﬁdd«mﬁddﬂﬁwuﬂmhw%ﬁ@aﬂ)ﬁﬁ“l
P change in this condition. The reform movement of the 19 cenmuries o hefiped 1o Sty fhe Jgir
. of women. .Indian women also made the following efforts for they woond eeforams an Qe (Vi ozumry.
Women's Participation in Social Reform By the end of the 19t comury. e efons of vcnl siumess
were beginning to succeed. The number of women protestiog ip pubilic begao 19 L = Zopis

: wﬂmﬂ&dmﬁmlmvdiﬂxﬁh&kupﬂ&ﬁmﬂhnmwmwhfm
' . whﬁ\KlshibliKm&umtoﬁﬂnas_(hcﬁrmfundcnmdiﬂinVMMsﬂﬁz‘.ﬂ.ﬁ.,
e Anandibai Joshi completed ber education as e first female dociar io Mtresirz. ¥ 5wl

when Kashibai and Anandibai came out wearing boots zad pmbrelizs, they wee sappel OF
comservatives for using male symbols. In 1862, Tarabei Shinds waote s puibiet v bk e
Stri-PurushTulana’. Comparing men and womea, 7 is veid tha the seaz ¥ioss &b G, dnsoms
character, intolerance, which are described as feminine, & equelly present = Mem

Ramabai got great publicity for her role 2s a preacher. Bant wine & they az wmvemiely IEW W0
the reform movement? He converted and converted to Caristiansy. Mz Bragwat. onz of G omaie
pruchasohkmyaSamaj.addmssedalzfg:pubhcmm"nginM}ma. in 1251, 2 womes s2emed
MummMajunﬂatwaseducawdahmcbyhaBrthuﬁnhusbandmdtstuz
preacher of the Brahmo Samaj. mrunmmb}'auommrmapub"xmgmmd:iz
1890 by the Bramho community. In Calcutta, when the people staried 2 campzipn zzdos e JEcSs
of the veil, Brahmin women usadwsinginm:dizlnusofthcdsy.mdwhz:x:;uo;&gaﬁzd
they were preaching about the evil effects of the veil
At least ten women delegatcs attended the 1889 Congress comvenuon ia Momba  Ome of

them was selected by the men in a public meeting while the other women cam= tparh womes’s
organizations like Women's Christian Tempers Union, Bengal Ladies Assoczztion znd Mabila Saom

'»’ Among these ten women were European Christians, Parsis, Sanutzn Hindus and tres Brzbmeme
Pandita Ramabai was one of the ten. Of course, these women were zllowed 10 bz presene, b Sy
were denied permission to speak. There is no consensus on which Cozgress convenion gzve women
the opportunity to speak first. However, it is believed that Mrs. Kadambinibzi Gang=ly was te &m
woman delegate to speak at the Congress convention and expressed her g:zn:u:i-.-— a1 the Congess
convention in Calcutta in 1900. The Congress was trying (o reise the issue of women's prostnrion
through the convention. The work of bringing prostitution under the purview of law was first dooe by
the British in the last phase of the cightcenth century. Organized opposition to British zm-
prostitution Jaws began in 1864. Inspired by the goal of improving the status of prositutes, the first
atempt was made by Michael Madhusudan Dutt of Calcutta. He was a member of the Young Beagall
Group. He encouraged prostitules to become slage actors. Afier that, prostitutes begen (o appesr in
place of men playing female roles on the commercial stage.

In the 1890s, two or three incidents took place which caused a public owcry. The first
incident is l"ron'l 189?. An English soldier shot and killed a railway galckeeper named Hampesna
"I'he second incident is from 1897, ?laguc was rampant in Pune. Soldiers were sext to rescue people
in the plague. Some of these soldicrs committed extremely heinous and imitating acts. Farced oo
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women. Not only was that, in 1899, a Burmese woman gang-raped by British soldiers in Rangoon.
These incidents stirred the minds of the people.

Sarladevi Ghoshal became famous as a militant nationalist woman. He started editing
‘Bharsti’ in 1895 Taken. He tried a lot (o create awarcncss through his newspaper. In 1896, Swami
Vivekananda set an example of social service. He founded \he Ramakrishna Mission in Bengal based
onmehinodcaludundem[ndimwomlnmd(}opal Krishna Gokhale founded the Surveyor of
India Society in 1905. In 1886, Swarnakumari Devi started a women's organization called ‘Sakhi
Samiti’. He helped widows to become self-sufficient by giving them education and training. At the
same time, she started organizing women's craft exhibitions. The purpose was 1o raise funds for the
Sakhi Samiti by selling handicrafts and conserving indigenous goods. Apart from this pursuit of
social reform, extremism and revivalism emerged as important factors in Bengali nationalism. At the
same time, women in Calcutia began to take pan in revivalist and extremist activities, including their
carlier social reforms and moderate nationalism. The woman who did this was Sarla Devi Ghoshal,
daughter of Swarmnakumari Devi. Sarla Devi Ghoshal was the forerunner of iwenticth century mother-
centered nationalism as well as revolutionary extremism. In all respects. they were selfcvident and
rebellious women. His background was that of a liberal Brahmin. They also had to face family
opposition. At the age of 23, she started working at 3 girls’ <chool in Mysore. He later accepted the
job of Bharati newspaper. Sarla Devi made great efforts 10 support the railway workers’ strike of

1899. Later, inspired by Arvind Ghosh, he plunged himsell into rebelfion against the regime.

On the occasion of the establishment of the Intimate Force, Sarla Devi made every member
o(thcforccswearonmempoflndh.uying.m;rnredywmiramnmforlhc
independence of the country. On this occasion, a replica rakhi was ticd on the wrist of cach member.
In 1902, Sarla Devi mneda;ymuhmulmmnllmm. Professor Munaza waincd them 10
wicld swords and sticks there. After this, Sariadevi urged the members © lcarn shootag and
wrestling. Sarla Devi asked the members of the intimate forces o take a resolution in mEMAry of the
Bengali patriotic Hindu prince Pratapadita who fought agaiast the Mughals. In 1903, Sarla started
(he Veerashtami festival (o commemaorate the greamness of Pratapadita. This festival was celebrated
on the second day of Durga Puja. On this occasion Udaraditya vows were being observed. When the
waditionalists saw all this, they put ther fingers ia ihei mouths He crmicized Sarta Dewi. He was

I lcnncdulbadHinduwomlllTNrﬂlSﬂhDﬂ\‘ﬂalmalWl Young peopie showed

‘. interest in their work. Sarla Devi presided over the Pratapadaya Vrata organszed by the Manan Singh

Committce in 1905, Under his supervision, Vande Matoram was sueg 23 8 symbol of nalional

L4 challenge. Lord Curzon partitioned Bengal in 1905, the yeur of Sasla Devi's masriage. This led 10 2
huge outery among the nauonalists.

The Swadeshi mmmmnmmwmm. 2 e Swadcshs movement,
middle class women removed their owa jowelery along with mosey Rusal women dooated grams
with their owa hands. Women speat ther savings @ he Swadeshi movement. They removed the
foreign-made bracelets and Uwew them away. On the occasion of Bhupendranath Dama’s awest i
l%?.\\ﬂl\tnmgaﬂudlhmﬂyhﬁlm Al thes Bme, 200 women sigaed the loner
cangMWllOW-M“WM“W‘Nw The women also camc
n;ab“mdpudlubh. Dutt's court case. Bhagwab msm-mds-ivm
gruucdbanllosm'l)an Shri Dama was the brother of Swams Vivekananda. In 1906, there was 3
catastrophic MM&WiEﬂW Staser Nivedita wavelled from village 10 wilags

This eveant is 6 Oct. 1905 hmdmtmmﬂmkﬁ-mmll
NﬂuMhMﬁMMu&mﬁma{wM But there was ony osc
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read a0 essay in suppont of Swadeshi. All the women decided on (his ocension that from 'mv:z
onwands they would never buy glass bracelets nor would they buy any Faropean items fmf‘n chA e
and WYL héd an industrial exhibition in Lahore in 1009, The women sl up A separale ""'":; o
v:cum Sushiladevi encouraged women in Stalkot 1o ke part in the Swadeshi maverment. In ,"':
there was a militant nationalist activitt pamed Ajnavati, The government ysed tn call her ’," a :ﬂ '/'
wna woman, 5o much so that she was horified, Ajnavati cstabliched a .wid"w/- n!nmn,' "r; ‘w ,:,.
women were inspired to propagate nationalist politics. In 1907, Kumudini Mitra cmmrv:r;.:’ | :‘ v'—'
relationship between Mata Kali, Bharatmata and Kranti in a pamphlet ‘uuw Suprabhat. .wh‘m; w‘m
formed  groap of well-cducated Brahmin women, Under the Specit) g e s
passad in 1880, he helped widows remarry, as well as helping these underground 1€v0

stodents.

Prabhavati Mirza came to prominence as an influential labour leader of the 19305 She was

impressed by the fast of a ten year old girl! The girl's brother Arvind was a member of that grovp,

when Khodiram Bose and Satyen Bose were hanged. all the other revolutionarics fasted. Among them

was a ten-year-old girl. Writing about the revolutionaries of that time, Prabhavati M’irm f‘Y 5 'x:'"’:
. socs mot know how the children of the highest officials of Bengal became revolutionaries. % e
3 ) same time, the traditionalist was at the forefront of social reform as well as revival besi

nasiooalism. In it. Kamini Rai was busy in the Elbent Bill movement. They used to hold meelings
with school girls and urge them 1o put up badges in support of the law. Just as some women they
were revolutionaries, reformers, preachers, so were many writers. She was not only a wricr but alUf a
revolutionary writer. Among them were Nagendra Kala Mustafa, Mankumari Basu, Kuu‘mdlm
Opinion. Thesc three wrole and published poems, storics, plays, essays, clc. in Bengali on 1ssucs
celated to women's morality as well as duties and education. In Maharashira, Pandila Ramabai.
Kashibai Kanitkar, Mary Bhore, Godavari Samaskar, Parvatibai and Rukminibai had continued
writing. Kamala Satyanandan, the editor of Indian Ladics Magazine, was a novelist. Roopkumari
Nehru started a magazine for girls. Her name was Kumari Darpan, the editor of Grihalakshmi was a
woman and the manager of a magazine called 'Chad’ was a woman. Sarla Devi, Kumudini Mitra and
Madam Kama did inspiring journalism related to the revolution. Madame Cama was a member of the
Paris Revolutionary Group.Madam Cama was aware that the Indian independence movement would
not be complete without the support of women. In 1886, 6 girls graduated from Madras Medical
College,18 girls from Mumbai Grant Medical College and 3 girls from Calcutta Medical College

.J became doctors with the help of Dufferin Kosha, seeing the situation around her, being inspired, in
some cases relying on others, the week Indian women slowly began to struggle for self improvement
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